
Horizon Interna-

tional Medical Mis-

sion 

(HIMM) 

went on 

its 3rd 

medical 

mission to 

Ihiagwa, 

Imo State, Nigeria.  An eight 

person team of medical and 

evangelical professionals from 

the United States stormed 

the Owerri-West Local 

Government Area (LGA) 

to provide free medical 

services to the people of 

Ihiagwa, Obinze and 

Umuoye.  This team in-

cluded two medical doctors:  

Kennedy Okere, MD,  

Shawn Franklin, MD (Dr. 

Okere’s teacher while he was in resi-

dency), One pharmacist:  Mr. O. Uk-

pong, three nurses:  Julia Pearce, Earline 

Mack, Trachelia Rivers, and two evan-

gelical ministers:  Pastor Mary Rivers 

and Pastor Marjorie Tyler.  

HIMM also had local 

medical volunteers consist-

ing of Dr. Emeka An-

yamele, three nurses and 

two pharmacy assistants. 

In this mission, HIMM saw 

1,100 patients; a 27% in-

crease from the previous 

mission in 2003.  The motto 

for this year is , “...doing 

more and more …” adapted 

from 1 Thessalonians 4:10. 

HIMM had the support of 

the Imo State Governor, the 

Imo State Commissioner for 

Health, Dr. Chidi Marume, 

the Executive Chairman Ow-

erri West LGA, Chief Barris-

ter Victor Muruako, the churches in the 

three towns visited, and the Ezes 

(Kings) of the entire LGA. 

HIMM Opens Channel for City to City Relationship 

The mayor of Tybee 

Island, Georgia, Mayor 

Parker, presented his 

proclamation to the 

people of Ihiagwa 

through one of the 

Tybee Island citizens, 

Mrs. Julia Pearce, who is 

a registered nurse and 

HIMM’s public relations 

officer.  Mayor Parker, 

in his proclamation said, 

“Dr. Kennedy Okere, a 

native of this fine vil-

lage, has built a bridge 

between the Ihiagwa people 

and the people of Tybee 

Island.” 

Julia Pearce presented the 

proclamation to the tradi-

tional ruler of Ihiagwa, Nze 

James Muruako, during 

HIMM’s 2004 mission 

opening ceremony. 

Nze Muruako responded 

with gifts and a proclama-

tion response to Tybee.  He 

said, “Indeed HIMM and 

the people of Tybee Island 

have crystallized a per-

petual bond of friend-

ship and cooperation 

between our two peo-

ples across the oceans.”  

HIMM’s vision is that 

this open doors for 

socio-economic devel-

opment between the 

two cities. 
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Julia Pearce, RN 

assisting an 85 

year old patient 

at Obinze 

Dr. Okere presenting 

gifts from the Ihiagwa 

people to Mayor Walter 

Parker of The City of 

Tybee Island, Georgia 

From the left: 

Earline, Trachelia 

and Shawn at the 

end of the day’s 

mission in Obinze 

In the middle is 

Ukpong with the 

pharmacy assis-

tants 



Malnutrition con-

tinues to be a major 

issue in rural Africa.  

After HIMM Mis-

sion 2003, Dr. 

Okere presented a 

case of a malnour-

ished 6 year old 

boy.  HIMM solic-

ited for funds to 

support this child, 

but received late 

responses from 

donors.  During Mission 2004, Dr. Okere 

searched for the boy at Umuoye, the boy’s 

home town.  Unfortunately, we found that 

he died before we could start helping him to 

feed this year.  Maybe if we raised sponsors 

early , we could have avoided the boy’s un-

timely death. 

In another unfortunate case, during HIMM 

Mission 2003, Dr. Okere counseled a 54 

year old woman who presented for the first 

time with advanced stage of metastatic 

breast cancer.  We could not do much medi-

cally, but spiritually, Dr. Okere, HIMM’s 

visionary founder, shared Jesus Christ with 

her and coping with end of life processes.  

Five months later, her situation deteriorated 

immensely.  In her family’s presence, two 

days prior to her death, she confessed, “I 

have made my way straight with God, and I 

have peace in me,”  Indeed, she is physically 

dead, but spiritually alive with the Lord. 

HIMM Mourns Loss of  Patient:  Physically Dead, but 

Spiritually Alive 

GA, to sponsor 

the twins and the 

family. 

HIMM was able to 

visit the Holy 

Family Sisters of 

The Needy, an 

orphanage home 

in Nnekede.  The 

orphanage home 

stands for pro-life 

movement.  This is 

a vision HIMM shares with them.  There-

fore, HIMM showed its support by donat-

ing money to help feed and clothe the chil-

dren.  HIMM encourages individuals to help 

feed and clothe orphans. 

HIMM Starts Community Outreach Program 

HIMM encoun-

tered another case 

of malnutrition 

during Mission 

2004.  this is a case 

of twin babies, a 

girl and a boy, who 

were delivered 

weighing less than 

3lbs.  The mother 

can barely breast 

feed her kids be-

cause she suffers 

from malnutrition as well.  HIMM donated 

baby formula and money to them and was 

able to solicit for a US family, members of 

Southwest Community Church, Savannah, 

6 year old malnour-

ished boy—deceased 
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“I have made my 

way straight 

with God, and I 

have peace in 

me,” 

Malnourished twin 

babies in grand-

mother’s arms 

Dr. Okere and Dr. 

Franklin at Nnekede 

orphanage home 



HIMM heals, teaches and 

preaches.  Rural health de-

velopment, in developing 

countries, is our mission 

and one of our objectives is 

to educate the rural commu-

nities on various diseases 

and health issues that plague 

the community.  In mission 

2004, we were involved in 

educating our patients on 

HIV prevention.  We also 

educated the LGA health-

care workers on rural health 

development, presented by 

Dr. Okere and health issues 

such as diabetes mellitus, 

presented by Dr. Franklin. 

HIMM donated glucome-

ters and  test strips to the 

community health centers in 

Owerri West LGA. 

The Executive Chairman, 

Barrister Victor Muruako, in 

his response thanked 

HIMM and the American 

people for their contribu-

tions to the society and said, 

“This will certainly help my 

people.” 

severe cellulites of his leg.  

The man visited the mission 

site and testified about the 

goodness of the Lord 

through the HIMM Mis-

sion.  “For without you I 

would have lost my leg. See 

my leg, it looks like that of a 

baby!”, said the patient.. 

The second patient is Mrs. 

Rose Ajoku who had a mas-

sive thyroid goiter on her 

neck.  She received financial 

assistance from Southwest 

Community Church, Savan-

nah, GA, through HIMM 

and had a successful thyroi-

dectomy surgery.  She said, 

HIMM is happy to present 

updates on patients seen 

during Mission 2003.  The 

first patient is a 58 year old 

man who presented with 

“Dr. Okere and HIMM are 

God sent to save the poor.”  

She gave Dr. Okere and 

HIMM a live goat as a gift.  

This is the “widows mite”. 

Rural Development:  HIMM Educates Medical Staff 

Follow Up Cases:  And Peter Said, “…Rise up and Walk.” 

Rose Ajoku offers her 

widow’s mite to Dr. Okere 
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“For without you 

I would have 

lost my leg. “ 

58 year old man with 

severe cellulites 

Dr. Franklin Educating Ow-

erri West LGA Health work-

ers on Diabetes 



have these tasks completed before HIMM 
Mission 2005.  This will enable HIMM to 
see more patients in a more organized envi-
ronment and enable the workers to operate 
effectively. 

 

Please make all checks payable to:  Ho-
rizon International Medical Missions, 
Inc. 

 

HIMM also encourages people to go on 
medical—evangelical trips with the HIMM 
officials.  For more questions or concerns 
about HIMM Missions or to sign up for a 
trip, please do not hesitate to contact Dr. 
Kennedy Okere at kennedy@himm.org. 

 

Mrs. Leslie Okere 
Editor & Director of Development 
leslieokere@himm.org 
 

HIMM is building a 
medical center in 
Ihiagwa, Owerri 
LGA, Imo State 
Nigeria.  HIMM 
will use this clinic 
to achieve one of 
its major objectives, 
which is to set up 
local clinics and 
i n v o l v e  l o c a l 
healthcare workers 
and the govern-
ment of the area in 
continuous care 
and management 
of patient health 
issues. 

HIMM is currently installing the  ceiling and 
in house electrical wiring.  We still have 
other major tasks to complete on the clinic.  
We need to install plumbing, terrazzo floor, 
doors and windows.  We also need to plas-
ter the walls, do landscaping. 

 

HIMM gladly accepts donations to com-
plete these tasks.  The organization hopes to 

Progress on HIMM Medical Center 

Horizon International Medical Missions (HIMM) is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to providing free medical services to needy regions internationally. We are HORIZON 
because we believe the sky is our limit of growth. We are INTERNATIONAL because 
we consider the world in our heart and we touch the world with medicine. 

 

Mission Objectives 

• To offer free medical assistance particularly to the above-mentioned area. 

• Work along side the World Health Organization and other medical groups in com-
bating epidemics in Africa. 

• Work along side with churches in fulfillment of our goal to care for the body and 
soul. 

• Setting up local clinics and involving local healthcare workers and the government of 

Phone: 912-308-8799 
E-mail: kennedy@himm.org 

Horizon International Medical Missions, Inc 

Touching The World 

With Medicine 

First HIMM Medical 

Center—currently un-

der construction 

111 Lions Gate Road 
Savannah, GA  31419 
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