
Mission to McRae, Georgia 

 Horizon International Medical Mission (HIMM) was founded Dr. Kennedy 

Kelechi Okere who also serves as the president of the organization. The main 

purpose of the organization is to reach the medically and spiritually unreached 

people of Africa and the  

Caribbean. Dr. Okere in July 2011 

added a new dimension to 

H.I.M.M by serving the Hispanic 

population in Mc Rae, Georgia.  

Mr. and Mrs. Mario Ortiz , mission-

aries in McRae along with col-

laboration from Regina Smith 

(Sycamore church member), saw 

the need and started praying for 

God’s intervention to meet the 

need of the migrant Hispanic 

workers. 
 

 Dr. Okere formed a team 

consisting of international mission veterans  

and volunteers from Sycamore Church and other local volunteers. Pastor Rev. 

Michael Reynolds who is a veteran missionary with HIMM came along with his 

church members to support HIMM in counseling and prayers for the people. 

 

 Dr. Okere organized H.I.M.M.’s first medical mission trip to serve the  

people of the United States. A team of 35 volunteers traveled to McRae, GA.   
 

[1]McRae is a town in Telfair County, Georgia, United States. Based on the 2000 census, the 

town has a total population of 2,682.  Between 1990 and 2000, the town experienced a popula-

tion decrease of 10.8%, compared to the state growth during this period of 26.4%. The town is 

the county seat of Telfair County. McRae was incorporated March 3, 1874 and was named for a 

pioneering Scottish family. 

 

McRae : 
 Has a median income for a household in the city of $27,236 

 The median income for a family is $37,250 

 Males have a median income of $29,055 versus $20,321 for females 

 The per capita income for the city is $15,911 

 About 16.4% of families and 19.3% of the population are below the 

poverty line, including 23.4% of those under age 18 and 25.2% of that 

age 65 or over.  

 
McRae has a Hispanic population which these numbers do not include. 

They have a large underserved Hispanic community. 
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checks.  Physicians treated what they could and referred others to specialists;  

moreover, the medical team of nurses provided much need patient education. 

Members of Sycamore Church provided support assistance and Spanish interpreters 

were invaluable in this effort.  

 

 The numbers seen in the day clinic were decreased by the fear of  

deportation.  Georgia has enacted several laws affecting  immigrates ; One will  

require businesses with 500 or more employees to use a federal database called  

E-Verify to check the immigration status of new hires starting Jan. 1 That requirement 

will be phased in for all businesses with more than 10 employees by July 2013.  

Another makes it a felony to use false information or documentation when  

applying for a job. Also starting Jan. 1, applicants for public benefits must provide at 

least one state or federally issued "secure and verifiable" document.  

 

Read more: http://www.seattlepi.com/news/article/Ga-man-key-to-crafting-illegal-

immigration-bill-1451628.php#ixzz1RpTzDaAl 

 

 HIMM has gone on eleven mission trips since 2000. During each trip, HIMM has 

been a light of hope to people in need. This was HIMM’s first home mission. The need 

was great. Please  consider joining the medical mission fields.  We need to recruit 

nurses, church ministers, dentists, medical students, pharmacist s and doctors.  We 

are excited about going wherever there is a need for primary medical care.  Call 

and join us.  The experience is world-class.  

 
Julia Pearce, RN, MHP 

Nursing Coordinator for HIMM 

Kennedy Okere, MD, FAAFP 

 

[1]Wikapedia 

 

 

"If I have no hope in America, where will my hope be" 

 41yr old hispanic woman Maria Medrano who had suffered from diabetes for 

the past 6 yrs. She shares her experience in battling with diabetes mellitus. 

When Mrs. Medrano found out she was diabetic after going through the worrisome 

symptoms  of too much urination, thirst and desire to eat she knew the end of the 

world for her is close. For she has seen complications of the disease in her family and 

the financial requirement it takes. However, her hope rose to an extent when she 

thought that being in the US will solve her problem. Unfortunately her hope is  

chartered as she cannot fill her insulin, metformin and cannot see a physician  

because of financial constraint. 

 
"My test strip for sugar is my body. When I start sweating and shaking I know my body 

needs sugar" said Mrs. Medrano. "The sad part of my life is the blurry vision that I have 

been experiencing. When will it end?" 
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111 Lions Gate Road  
Savannah, GA 31419 
Phone: 912-308-8799  
 
Email:  
kennedy@himm.org      
http://www.himm.org 

Horizon International Medical Mission (HIMM) was founded Dr. Kennedy Kelechi 
Okere who also serves as the  president of the organization. The main purpose of 
the organization is to reach the medically and spiritually unreached people of 
Africa  and the Caribbean. Dr. Okere grew up in Africa and lived in the  Carib-
bean. While growing up he witnessed people in rural areas of these parts live in 
poor medical and living conditions without much hope for assistance. As Dr. Okere 
grew up, he continued to pray that one day God would raise a vessel after His 
heart that will lift the people out of their predicament. He had no idea that he 
was praying for himself. 
 
Dr. Okere organized his first medical mission trip to Nigeria, West Africa in 
March 2000. At that time, he was a second year medical resident in Family  

Medicine at Memorial  Health University Medical Center. He was able to recruit a local Physician, Dr. Emeka Anyamele, and local 
Nigerian Nurses. With the cooperation of the local Pastor of Ihiagwa Baptist Church, the  community visited in Imo State, Nigeria, 
Dr Okere converted the community church into a make shift clinic. Drs. Okere and Anyamele saw 600 patients during the 5-day 
clinic. 
 

HIMM has gone on six mission trips since 2006. During each trip, HIMM has had the opportunity to recruit nurses, church ministers, a 

dentist, a medical student, a pharmacist and doctors. 
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 She was recently diagnosed with bilateral eye cataract that will cost her $4000. She was recently diag-

nosed with bilateral eye cataract that will cost her $4000 to operate. She cannot afford this operation.  
"If I cannot have hope in America, where will my hope be?" HIMM is calling on men and women of good 

heart to respond to clean the tears in Mrs. Medrano eyes. Contribute to restore her sight. 

 

 

 

Dr. Sesay Minkailu, Maria Medrano, and Dr. Kennedy Okere  
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